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To: Members o f  th e  R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  
A d v iso ry  C om m ittee ;
T A F B a rn e s  (C h a irm an ); J  S B a i le y ;
R B a i le y ;  A G R Brown; F B u n tin g ;
J  M C r o f t ;  P E cro y d ; J  H F e l l ;  D G rove; 
C H o lla n d ; R D H oughton; B I r v in g ;
P N e a l;  J  B O l d f ie l d ;  Dr Pugh-Thom as;
A R ic h a rd s o n ; J  B R ob inson
D ear S i r
P le a s e  {attend a m ee tin g  o f  th e  REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE t o  
be hejld ^ t  2 .1 5  PM on MONDAY, 19 MAY 1986 in  THE BOARD ROOM, DAWSON 
HOUSE, (3T, SANKEY, WARRINGTON f o r  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  th e  fo llo w in g  
b u s in e s s .
Y ours f a i t h f u l l y  
W H CRACKLE
S e c r e ta r y  and S o l i c i t o r
1 . A p o lo g ie s  f o r  a b s e n c e .
2 . M in u te s  o f  th e  l a s t  m ee tin g  ( p re v io u s ly  c i r c u l a t e d  and ap p ro v ed  by 
th e  B oard on 10 F e b ru a ry  1 9 8 6 ).
3 . F is h in g  L ic e n c e  D u t ie s  -  1987.
4 . N o te s  o f  L ia is o n  M ee tin g s  w ith  F i s h e r i e s  C o n s u l ta t iv e  A s s o c ia t io n s : -
(a) S o u th
(b) N o rth
5 . L ia is o n  w ith  Sea F i s h e r i e s  C om m ittees .
6 . A p p l i c a t io n s  t o  t r a p  E e ls  b e fo re  25 J u n e .
7 . A u th o r i ty  schem es f o r  th e  b e n e f i t  of f i s h e r i e s  and f i s h i n g .
8 . F is h in g  o f f e n c e s  p ro c e s s e d  1 9 8 5 /8 6 .
9 . F i s h  c o u n te r  s t a t i s t i c s .
10. S alm onid  h a tc h e ry  p o l i c y .
11 . O th e r b u s in e s s .
A G E N D A
0165b
MINUTES OF A MEETING*OF 
THE REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
HELD ON 3 FEBRUARY 1986
P r e s e n t : T A F B arn es  (C hairm an)
S B a i le y  
G R Brown 
M C r o f t  
H F e l l  
d ftoughton 
B O ld f ie ld  
R ic h a rd so n
R B a i le y  
F B u n tin g  
P E croyd 
C H o lla n d  
b I r v i n g  
Dr Pugh Thomas 
J  B R ob inson
80 . APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
A p o lo g ie s  f o r  a b s e n c e  w ere r e c e iv e d  from  Mr D G rove and Mr P N e a l.
8 1 . MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The C om m ittee was in fo rm e d  t h a t  th e  p ro p o se d  f i s h e r y  byelaw  amend­
m en ts  ( s e e  m in u te  69 ) had been  s e n t  t o  th e  M in is tr y  o f  A g r ic u l tu r e  
F i s h e r i e s  and Food f o r  comments and w ould be p u b l i c ly  a d v e r t i s e d  
once  th o s e  comments had been  r e c e iv e d .
RESOLVED: -
T h a t t h e  m in u te s  o f th e  m e e tin g  o f  t h e  C om m ittee h e ld  on 
21 O c to b e r  1985 be  a p p ro v ed  a s  a c o r r e c t  r e c o r d  and s ig n e d  by 
th e  C hairm an .
8 2 . FISHING LICENCE DUTIES -  1987
O f f i c e r s  recommended t h a t  f i s h i n g  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s  be in c r e a s e d  by 
some 5% f o r  th e  y e a r  1987. T h is  f i g u r e  was in  l i n e  w ith  th e  
c u r r e n t  r a t e  o f  i n f l a t i o n .  The p ro p o se d  f i g u r e s  b e f o r e  th e  
C om m ittee had been  ro u n d ed  up t o  th e  n e a r e s t  50p as s u g g e s te d  S t 
l a s t  y e a r 's  F i s h e r i e s  L ia is o n  m e e tin g .
RESOLVED:
T h a t c o p ie s  o f  th e  r e p o r t  be p r e s e n te d  to  th e  F i s h e r i e s  
L ia is o n  m e e tin g s  in  A p ril/M ay , f o r  com m ents, and t h a t  t h e i r  
comm ents be  ta k e n  i n to  c o n s id e r a t io n  by t h i s  C om m ittee a t  th e  
m ee tin g  on 19 May 1986 when I t  f o rm u la te s  i t s  o b s e r v a t io n s  f o r  
th e  B o a rd .
83 . RESERVE BAILIFFS
The C om m ittee was in fo rm ed  t h a t  th e  R e se rv e  B a i l i f f  scheme 
had  been  e x te n d e d  d u r in g  1985 t o  c o v e r  a l l  sa lm o n id  a r e a s  
w ith  th e  e x c e p t io n  o f  s o u th  w e s t C um bria . The schem e had
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been very successful, and although weather conditions meant 
that use of reserve bailiffs Was less than anticipated, the 
scheme had enabled full time staff to be afforded greater flexi­
bility.
RECOMMENDED:
(1) That the Reserve Bailiff scheme be made permanent and 
extended to all the Authority's salmon fishery areas.
(2) That the present allowance of 2,000 hours for the Derwent 
area and 1,000 hours for the other areas be increased to 
3,000 and 1,500 respectively.
(3) That reserve bailiffs be authorised to travel to a 
meeting point in their own transport,
84. POLICE AND CRIMINAL EVIDENCE ACT 1984 - HONORARY BAILIFFS
The Committee was informed that the Police and Criminal Evidence 
Act 1984 had radically altered the powers of water bailiffs 
in carrying out their duties under the Salmon and Freshwater 
Fisheries Act, 1975. Retraining of the full time water bailiffs 
was continuing at the present time but because of the extent of 
retraining necessary, it had been decided not to re-issue honorary 
bailiffs warrants this year until the honorary bailiffs had 
indicated whether or not they were prepared to be retrained. The 
Committee endorsed the course of action proposed in the report that 
the services of honorary bailiffs should be formalised and their 
activities controlled by local inspectors and senior bailiffs? 
and that all honorary bailiffs should be retrained as soon as 
facilities become available.
85. SALMON SILL
The Committee noted the Authority's action in seeking amendments to 
the Salmon Bill which had been hurriedly drafted and contained 
serious defects. The Bill showed that the Minister of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food had accepted that action was needed to protect 
salmon fisheries but the Bill failed to provide that protection and 
a large number of amendments had been proposed by interested 
parties.
86. COARSE FISH HATCHERY - LEYLAND
The Committee was informed that the Board, at its meeting on 
27 January, had approved a recommendation that the Authority build 
a coarse fish hatchery at th6 site of Leyland Sewage Treatment 
Works, it was the Authority's intention to produce sufficient fish 
at this hatchery not only to deal with mortalities caused by 
pollution incidents, but also for sale to angling clubs. It was 
agreed that the Committee should visit the site once construction 
works had commenced.
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87. SOLWAY FIRTH - PROPOSED NET LIMITATION ORDER
The Committee was advised that the Board, at its meeting on 
11 November 1985 had approved a recommendation from this Committee 
that the Authority apply for a Net Limitation Order restricting the 
use of heave or haaf nets in the Solway Firth. Discussions with 
local interests had taken place since that date arid the appropriate 
statutory procedures would be commenced shortly by the Secretary 
and Solicitor.
88. LEAD AND SWANS
The Committee received details of recent newspaper articles about 
the action by Anglian Water Authority to introduce a Byelaw 
prohibiting the use of certain lead weights- for angling purposes. 
It was claimed that this Byelaw was unenforceable and that this 
National Fisheries Committee had suggested that water authorities 
should await the Government's promised legislation later this year 
before taking any action.
89. RIVER EDEN
The Committee was advised that the River Eden was the sole 
remaining river in England where draft nets were allowed in the 
fresh water zone, and that although only two nets were presently 
used, about 14 "boat" rights were known to exist. An attempt 
by the Authority in the mid 1970s to extinguish these rights 
had proved unsuccessful following a public inquiry when the 
Inspector's recommendation that draft netting should cease was 
overruled by the Minister. Recent negotiations between the boat 
right owners and the riparian owners had resulted in agreements 
to sell the rights in all but one case. These negotiations 
would not proceed unless the water authority was prepared to 
operate a complete ban on draft netting in the River Eden and, 
therefore, a zero Net Limitation Order should be obtained by the 
Authority.
RECOMMENDED:
That the Authority apply for a zero Net Limitation Ordet for 
the use of draft nets on the River Eden and the officers be 
authorised to commence the necessary discussions with local 
interests.
90. SOLWAY FIRTH WORKING PARTY
The Committee were advised that, some 2 years ago, a working party 
was set up to try and solve the fisheries problems which affected 
the Solv?ay Firth. The solution favoured by the working party was a 
joint board controlling the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries on the 
Solway Firth and all rivers flowing into it, an area covering 
virtually the whole of North Cumbria. However, the administration 
of a joint board of this size would be expensive and Ministers had
c l e a r l y  i n d ic a te d  t h a t  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  from  th e  G overnm ent 
c o u ld  n o t be e x p e c te d .
Mr O l d f i e l d ,  C h ie f  E x e c u tiv e  and D eputy C hairm an , d id  n o t b e l i e v e  
th e  A u th o r i ty  w ould a g re e  w ith  th e  reco m m en d a tio n s  o f  th e  w ork ing  
p a r t y .  I n te g r a t e d  m anagem ent was e s s e n t i a l  from  th e  A u t h o r i t y 's  
p o in t  o f  v iew  and th e  w ork ing  p a r t y ' s  p ro p o s a l  would s e r i o u s l y  
re d u c e  th e  A u t h o r i t y 's  pow ers in  t h e  N o rth  C um bria a r e a  b u t  le a v e  
th e  A u th o r i ty  a s  th e  m ain s o u rc e  o f  f in a n c e  f o r  th e  j o i n t  b o a rd .  
Any s o lu t i o n  t o  th e  p ro b lem s in  th e  Solw ay F i r t h  would r e q u i r e  
l e g i s l a t i o n  to  make E n g l is h  and S c o t t i s h  Law c o m p a t ib le ,  b u t  th e  
s e t t i n g  up o f  a j o i n t  b o a rd  was n o t  a  p r e - r e q u i s i t e  f o r  such  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  The m ain p rob lem  a f f e c t e d  th e  F i r t h  i t s e l f  and i t  was 
u n n e c e s s a ry  t o  in c lu d e  th e  w hole c a tc h m e n t in  th e  s o l u t i o n .
The C hairm an o f  th e  C om m ittee s u g g e s te d  t h a t  p ro p e r  m anagement o f  
t h e  Solway F i r t h  r e q u i r e d  a j o i n t  b o a rd ,  b u t  t h a t  p r a c t i c a l  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  made t h i s  u n l i k e l y .  The a l t e r n a t i v e  s o lu t i o n s  
A ppeared  t o  be  t h e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  r e g u la r  l i a i s o n  m e e tin g s  w ith  
th e  S c o t t i s h  a u t h o r i t i e s  o r th e  s e t t i n g  up o f  a b o a rd  t o  a d m in is te r  
o n ly  th e  t i d a l  a r e a s  o f  th e  Solw ay and th e s e  s o l u t i o n s  would be 
s u p p o r te d  a t  th e  n e x t  m e e tin g  o f  th e  w ork ing  p a r t y .
NORTH WEST WATER 
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
19 MAY 1986 
FISHING LICENCE DUTIES -  1987
0Q22b
1 . On 3 F e b ru a ry  1986, th e  C om m ittee c o n s id e r e d  th e  a t t a c h e d  r e p o r t  
w hich o u t l i n e d  p r o p o s a ls  f o r  i n c r e a s e s  in  f i s h i n g  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s  
w hich w ere in c lu d e d  in  b u d g e t p r o p o s a ls  d is c u s s e d  by th e  B oard a t  
t h e i r  m ee tin g  on 27 J a n u a r y .  The C om m ittee r e s o lv e d  t h a t  c o p ie s  o f  
th e  r e p o r t  be s e n t  t o  th e  f i s h e r i e s  l i a i s o n  m e e tin g s  f o r  t h e i r  
comment.
2 . The r e p o r t  was d is c u s s e d  a t  b o th  l i a i s o n  m e e tin g s  and th e  p ro p o se d  
i n c r e a s e s  in  f i s h i n g  l i c e n c e  d u ty  w ere c o n s id e re d  to  be a c c e p ta b le  
by th e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  a l th o u g h  t h e r e  w ere s u g g e s t io n s  t h a t  th e  
ro u n d in g  up o r down t o  th e  n e a r e s t  50p had worked u n f a i r l y  in  some 
i n s t a n c e s ,
3 . i t  i s  recommended t h a t  th e  B oard  be a sk ed  t o  ap p ro v e  th e  p ro p o se d  
i n c r e a s e s  in  f i s h i n g  l i c e n c e  d u ty  l i s t e d  in  th e  a t t a c h e d  r e p o r t  and 
a u t h o r i s e  th e  S e c r e ta r y  and s o l i c i t o r  to  c a r r y  o u t su ch  s t a t u t o r y  
p ro c e d u re s  a s  may be n e c e s s a ry  to  o b ta in  th e  a p p ro v a l o f  th e  
M in is te r  o f A g r i c u l t u r e ,  F i s h e r i e s  and Food t o  th e  p ro p o se d  
i n c r e a s e s .
0157b
NORTH WEST WATER
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
3 FEBRUARY 1986
FISHING LICENCE DUTIES - 1987
1. On 27 January 1986, the Board will be considering its budget and 
charges for 1986/87. Amongst the items to be considered is a 
recommendation that fishing licence duties be increased by some 
5% in line with the current rate of inflation, and it is certain 
that this committee will be asked for its observations on this 
recommendation.
2. The effect of the proposals, (rounded up or down to the nearest 50p 
as suggested at last years fisheries liaison meeting) if accepted, 
would be as follows:-
Present Duties Proposed Duties 
£ £
SINGLE ROD AND LINE (whole area)
(1) Salmon
Season 26.25 28.00
Part Season from 1 June 19.75 , 21.00
Season concessionary 13.10 14.00
Part season concessionary 9.90 10.50
Seven day . 6.30 6.50
(2) Migratory Trout
Season 11.00 12.00
Season concessionary 5.50 6.00
Sevan day 2.90 3,00
(3) Non-migratory trout (brown trout, 
rainbow trout and char)
Season 4,70 5.00
Season concessionary 2.35 2.50
Seven day 1.60 1.75
(4) Freshwater fish and eels
Season 3.60 4.00
Season concessionary 1.80 2,00
Seven day 1.00 1.00
Concessionary licences are issued to juveniles (14-16 years), state 
retirement pensioners and registered disabled persons.
/
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COMMERCIAL BEL FISHING £ £
F ix e d  e e l  t r a p s  40 ,00  p e r  t r a p  p e r  annum 4 2 .0 0
E el o r fy k e  n e t s  0 .8 0  p e r  n e t  p e r  annum 1 .0 0
T ra p s , p u tc h e o n s  o r  b a s k e t s  8 .0 0  p e r  25 ( o r  p a r t  8 .5 0
t h e r e o f )  p e r  annum
NETS AND FIXED ENGINES £ £
(A rea  w i th in  th e  b o u n d a r ie s  o f  th e  
fo rm e r  C um berland R iv e r  A u th o r i ty )
W hole a re a  d r i f t ,  hang o r  whammel n e t  167 .00  175 .50
(n o t  e x c e e d in g  27 5m in  le n g th  when w et)
R iv e r  Eden, d raw , d r a f t  o r  s e in e  n e t  400 .00  420 .00
(n o t  e x c e e d in g  275m in  le n g th  when w et)
W hole a re a  heave  o r h a a f  n e t  33 .00  34 .50
R iv e r  Eden coop 156.00  164.00
R iv e r  D erw ent coop 348 .00  365 .50
S o u th  West C um berland g a r th  173 .00  181 .50
NETS
(A rea  w i th in  th e  b o u n d a r ie s  o f  th e  
fo rm e r L a n c a s h ire  R iv e r  A u th o r i ty )
R iv e r  R ib b le ,  d r i f t ,  hang  o r whammel n e t  107 .00  112 .50  
(n o t  e x c e e d in g  140m in  le n g th  when w et)
R iv e r  L une, d r i f t ,  hang o r  whammel n e t  177 .00  186 .00  
(n o t  e x c e e d in g  30 0m in  le n g th  when w et)
R iv e r  Lune, d raw , d r a f t  o r  s e in e  n e t  . 154 .00  161 .50  
(n o t  e x c e e d in g  185m in  le n g th  when w et)
R iv e r  Duddon, d raw , d r a f t  o r s e in e  n e t  147 .00  154 .50  
(n o t  e x c e e d in g  185m in  le n g th  when w et)
R iv e r  Lune: heave  o r h a a f  n e t  68 .00  71 .50
R iv e r  K ent: la v e  n e t  80 .50  84 .50
R iv e r  Leven: la v e  n e t  66 .00  69 .50
NOTE: F is h in g  f o r  e e l s  w ith  rod  and l i n e  in  t i d a l  and e s t u a r i a l  
w a te rs  seaw ard  o f  th e  h ig h  w a te r  mark ( a s  d e f in e d  on th e  
O rdnance Survey  Map : 1 t o  50 ,000  s e r i e s )  i s  exempt from  th e  
l i c e n s in g  sy s te m .
3. Any v a r i a t i o n  o f l i c e n c e  d u t i e s  r e q u i r e s  l o c a l  c o n s u l t a t i o n  and 
p u b l ic  a d v e r t is e m e n t  w i th in  th e  r e g io n  an d , s u b s e q u e n t ly ,  th e  
a p p ro v a l  o f  th e  M in is te r  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  F i s h e r i e s  and Food.
4. I t  i s  recommended t h a t  th e  f i s h e r i e s  l i a i s o n  m e e tin g s  be ask ed  to  
comment on th e s e  p r o p o s a l s  and t h a t  t h e i r  comments be ta k e n  in to  
c o n s id e r a t io n  by t h i s  C om m ittee a t  i t s  m ee tin g  on 19 May, 1986 when 
i t  fo rm u la te s  i t s  o b s e r v a t io n s  f o r  th e  B oard .
NOTES OF A MEETING BETWEEN NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY AND 
REPRESENTATIVES OF FISHERY CONSULTATIVE ASSOCIATIONS 
SOUTH OF THE RIVER RIBBLE HELD AT LEIGH ON 24 APRIL 1986
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P r e s e n t :
R e p re s e n t in g  N orth  W est W ater A u th o r i ty
T A F B a rn e s  
C H a rp le y  
C D u r ie  
J  B Leeming 
D C raga  H ine
R e p re s e n tin g  R ib b le  F i s h e r i e s  A s s o c ia t io n
D S Sodo 
Dr F S M a rtin  
Dr R J  Sim pson 
M G re e n h a lg h  
P r o f e s s o r  W Kershaw
R e p re s e n tin g  L a n c a s h ire  F i s h e r i e s  A s s o c ia t io n
J  Jo h n so n  
B G Brown
R e p re s e n tin g  M ersey & W eaver F i s h e r i e s  A s s o c ia t io n
V J o n e s  s
D B ridgew ood 
B Dawes 
J  A Shanahan
R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  Com m ittee R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s
R D H oughton 
M Pugh Thomas 
C E C H o llan d  
A G R Brown
1 . FISHING LICENCE DUTIES
Mr B a rn e s  commented on th e  p r o p o s a ls  f o r  f i s h i n g  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s  in  
1987 w hich  had been  c i r c u l a t e d  t o  a l l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  and i n d ic a te d  
t h a t  th e  i n c r e a s e s  w ere in  l i n e  w ith  th e  c u r r e n t  i n f l a t i o n  r a t e  and 
had b een  rounded  up to  th e  n e a r e s t  50p a s  r e q u e s te d  a t  l a s t  y e a r s  
f i s h e r i e s  l i a i s o n  m e e t in g s .  Mr Sodo e x p re s s e d  d is a p p o in tm e n t  t h a t  
once  a g a in  th e  A u th o r i ty  had f a i l e d  t o  re d u c e  th e  number o f  
l i c e n c e s  w hich  w ere a v a i l a b l e .  Mr B a rn e s  a c c e p te d  Mr S o d o 's  
comm ents b u t  e x p la in e d  t h a t  when th e  A u th o r i ty  had  t r i e d  t o  red u c e  
th e  number o f  l i c e n c e s  in  th e  p a s t  th e  p r o p o s a ls  had n o t  been
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a c c e p ta b le  t o  th e  a n g lin g  f r a t e r n i t y  a t  l a r g e .  Members e x p re s s e d  
c o n c e rn  t h a t  m ore o f  th e  l i c e n c e  f e e s  had b een  ro u n d ed  up t o  th e  
n e a r e s t  50p r a t h e r  th a n  down, b u t  Mr B a rn e s  a s s u r e d  them  t h a t  o v e r  
a  p e r io d  o f  y e a r s  su ch  f l u c t u a t i o n s  w ould b a la n c e  o u t .
2 . REORGANISATION OF AUTHORITY FISHERIES DEPARTMENT
Mr B arn e s  t o l d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t h a t  from  th e  1 A p r i l  1986 th e  
A u t h o r i t y 's  F i s h e r i e s  D ep a rtm en t w ould be i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  th e  
A u t h o r i t y 's  head  o f f i c e  s t r u c t u r e .  The n e c e s s a ry  l i n k s  betw een  
f u n c t io n s  a t  l o c a l  l e v e l  w ould  be p r e s e r v e d ,  b u t  th e  d e p a rtm e n t 
w ould now o p e r a te  th ro u g h  t h r e e  A rea F i s h e r i e s  O f f i c e r s  in s t e a d  o f  
tw o , th e  a r e a s  b e in g  b a se d  a t  C a r l i s l e ,  L evens and W a rr in g to n . A 
c h a r t  show ing th e  a p p r o p r i a t e  s t r u c t u r e  t o g e th e r  w ith  r e p o r t in g  
l i n k s  was p ro v id e d  f o r  th e  in fo r m a t io n  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .
3 . THE POTTS REPORT -  POLLUTION OF THE RIVER RIBBLE
R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  w ere rem in d ed  t h a t  a t  t h e i r  l a s t  m ee tin g  Mr B arn es  
had re a d  a s ta te m e n t  p r e p a re d  by th e  A u t h o r i t y 's  C h ie f  S c i e n t i f i c  
A d v ise r  w hich  in d ic a te d  t h a t  f e a r s  a b o u t t o t a l  a v a i l a b l e  r e s i d u a l  
c h lo r i n e  in  th e  R iv e r  R ib b le  w ere p re m a tu re ,  and t h a t  f u r t h e r  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  w ere b e in g  c a r r i e d  o u t  by th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  
L a n c a s te r  and th e  A u th o r i ty .  These i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  had shown t h a t  
th e  U n i v e r s i t y 's  m ethodo logy  was u n r e l i a b l e  and b o th  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  
and th e  A u th o r i ty  a c c e p te d  t h a t  t h e r e  c o u ld  be no c o n f id e n c e  in  th e  
r e s u l t s  p u b l is h e d  in  th e  P o t t s  r e p o r t .
4 . LEYLAND FISH FARM
Dt H a rp le y  in fo rm e d  th e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t h a t  th e  A u th o r i ty  had 
a u th o r i s e d  th e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  f i s h  farm  a t  L ey lan d  f o r  th e  
p r o p a g a t io n  o f  c o a r s e  f i s h .  The scheme was a t  d e t a i l e d  d e s ig n  
s t a g e ,  and h o p e f u l ly ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  would s t a r t  in  a p p ro x im a te ly  
t h r e e  m onths t im e .  The b e s t  id e a s  o f  e x i s t i n g  h a t c h e r i e s  w ould be 
i n c o r p o r a te d  in  th e  new h a tc h e r y  and i n i t i a l l y  i t  was hoped t o  
p ro d u c e  c a r p ,  t e n c h ,  d a c e  and ch u b , w ith  b a r b e l  and o th e r  s p e c ie s  
b e in g  p ro d u ce d  l a t e r .  Roach had n o t  been  in c lu d e d  b e c a u se  th e y  
w ere u s u a l l y  a v a i l a b l e .  Mr B a rn e s  a g re e d  w ith  Mr B ridgew ood t h a t  
t h e r e  sh o u ld  be c o n s u l t a t i o n  b e fo r e  any d e c i s i o n  on w hich  s p e c ie s  
t o  p ro d u c e , and e x p re s s e d  th e  hope t h a t  th e  h a tc h e r y ,  w hich would 
c o s t  £ 1 2 6 ,0 0 0  w ould be p ro d u c in g  f i s h  by n e x t  y e a r .
5 . STAINFORTH FORCE
Mr B arn e s  a d v is e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t h a t  S t a i n f o r t h  F o rc e  p r e s e n te d  
an a lm o s t t o t a l  b a r r i e r  t o  e x c e l l e n t  spaw ning  a r e a s  on th e  u p p er 
r e a c h e s  o f  th e  R iv e r  R ib b le  and t h a t  th e  A u th o r i ty  w ere t r y i n g  t o
> o b t a i n  p la n n in g , p e rm is s io n  f o r  a f i s h  p a s s  t o  open  up th e s e  a r e a s .  
H ow ever, th e  p r o p o s a ls  w ould p ro b a b ly  o n ly  be s u c c e s s f u l  i f  m ajo r 
a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  th e  n a t u r a l  r i v e r  f lo w  w ere c a r r i e d  o u t ,  and a s  t h i s  
was a  l o c a l  b e a u ty  s p o t  i t  was th o u g h t  u n l ik e ly  t h a t  p la n n in g  
p e rm is s io n  would be g r a n t e d .  W h ils t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  w ould n o t be
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dropped because of these difficulties, the Authority felt that the 
representatives at the meeting should be aware of the problems.
6. RIVER BROCK WEIR
Dr Harpley informed the representatives that when the British 
Waterways Board rebuilt the weir on the River Brock as a matter of 
urgency some years ago, they promised that they would construct a 
fish pass at the weir at a later date. However, despite pressure 
by the Authority it was now obvious that the Waterways Board had no 
intention of building a fish pass and attempts by the Authority to 
carry out this work had been foiled by a local landowner. Although 
the River Brock weir was still classed as a worthwhile project, it 
was unlikely that it would be placed in the top priority when 
allocations of capital for fishery schemes were being considered.
7. PRIVATISATION OF WATER AUTHORITIES - EFFECT O N  FISHERIES
Mr A G R Brown advised the Authority that fishery associations were 
seriously concerned about the effect of privatisation on 
fisheries. Mr Barnes assured the representatives that the views of 
the Water Authority fisheries departments had been made known to 
the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries & Food who was fully aware 
of the disquiet amongst anglers. It was agreed by the 
representatives that the best way to draw the attention of the 
Government to their opposition to privatisation of the Water 
Industry would be to write to Members of Parliament, Mr Brown 
pointing out that the letters should be written by individual 
anglers and not by angling clubs.
8. LEASING OF RESERVOIRS
Dr Harpley informed representatives that all reservoirs considered 
suitable for angling purposes would be leased to angling clubs 
eventually, probably by 1987. Reservoirs which had not yet been 
leased were within the remit of the Recreation Officer and 
interested parties should approach him for further information. 
Mr Barnes added that some reservoirs were unsuitable for angling 
because of operational reasons, and the Recreation Officer would be 
aware of these reasons and would be able to advise clubs 
accordingly. In response to questions concerning leases which had 
been taken before the introduction of a standardised lease, 
Mr Barnes confirmed that the Authority would support affected clubs 
who wished to extend their lease and also agreed to examine 
operational requirements which restricted the efficiency of 
angling, although he pointed out that operational necessity must 
always have priority over angling requirements.
9'. FARM POLLUTION
Mr Barnes advised representatives that there were many prosecutions 
each year resulting from farm pollution, and that the Authority now 
prosecuted in almost every such case. This was a widespread
/
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problem of which everybody was fully aware, and the Authority were 
keeping the problem within reasonable bounds by issuing thousands 
Of leaflets to farmers and by giving free advice. It was suggested 
that angling club members should be taught how to identify 
pollution and how to take samples, but Dr Harpley pointed out that 
such samples would probably be unacceptable at a court hearing. 
Mr Barnes suggested that, despite evidence from Mr Sodo of 
unsatisfactory responses by the Authority in recent months, it was 
still far better for a club who suspected pollution to call out an 
Authority Inspector who would then take an official sample. He 
suspected that the unsatisfactory response in recent months had 
resulted from confusion during the reorganisation and expressed the 
hope that once the new organisation had settled down, sampling 
would return to normal. It was suggested that the Authority should 
regularly produce details of successful prosecutions for public 
relations purposes.
10. MAGGOT DYES
In response to a question from Professor Kershaw, Mr Barnes advised 
representatives that this matter had recently been raised in the 
House of Commons but that the response had been very lukewarm, 
Advice to fisheries associations from the Department of Health and 
Social Security had been unrealistic, but recent indications were 
that use of these dyes was on the decline.
11. WORK OF BAILIFFS - ALLOCATION TO VARIOUS DUTIES
Dr Harpley briefly described the sort of duties carried out by 
full-time, h o n o r a r y , and reserve bailiffs and assured members that 
the division of time between various duties was perfectly 
satisfactory.
12. DECLINE OF RIBBLE FISHERIES
in response to a reflection of feeling amongst anglers that there 
had been a decline in fishing on the River Ribble, Dr Harpley 
reported that the Authority has recently completed an Investigation 
of spawning sites following a similar complaint at last years 
meeting. The investigations, which were not yet completed, would 
include examination of redds later this summer to measure 
siltation. Mr Durie added that spawning areas in the middle Ribble 
had been examined as part of the investigation and the results had 
shown that the Skirton Beck system had a low population of fish, 
whilst Swanside Beck system had a low standing population in the 
lower reaches but a better population upstream. Further 
investigations were needed on other waters to try and identify what 
happened to fish ova, and these were continuing.
13. POOR STATE OF FISHERIES IN MERSEY & WEAVER AREA
it was suggested that there had been a steady decline in all 
species of fish on the Upper Weaver and a report from the Water
/
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Authority had indicated that the river would not be capable of 
supporting trout. The deterioration was thought to have been 
caused by nitrates or possibly discharges from effluent treatment 
works. Dr Harpley said that the pollution department had 
identified the problem as being due to agricultural drainage and 
had said that the situation should improve over the next two to 
three years. He pointed out that if the River was normally 
satisfactory, the discharge from the effluent treatment works would 
have no effect, but if the river was marginal to begin with, then 
the discharge from the works may tip the balance and thus cause the 
fish population to move elsewhere. Mr Barnes said that the main 
problem affecting rivers was farm drainage, a national problem, and 
that silage liquor and slurry were the two major contributors to 
pollution from farm drainage. Dr Harpley added that a survey of 
the River Weaver was to be carried out this summer and that a 
sampling programme on the Shropshire Union Canal would also be 
undertaken.
14. FREQUENCY OF MEETINGS
In response to requests for more than one meeting per year, 
Mr Barnes said that the matter had been discussed on several 
occasions, and that the Board policy was that special meetings for 
important matters could be arranged at any time, but that 
additional meetings "as of right" could not be justified. He 
agreed to present this request to the Board once again, but 
suggested that many of the items for discussion could have been 
better resolved by a telephone call to the Regional Fisheries 
Officer. In response several representatives claimed that the 
liaison meetings were more productive and informative than the 
formal local fishery advisory committees of the past, and helped to 
promote better conversation and liaison amongst consultative 
associations.
15. MONITORING OF MIGRATORY FISH FOR RADIO ACTIVITY
Professor Kershaw suggested that monitoring reports from the Radio 
Chemical Inspectorate were invariably two years out of date and 
asked whether it was possible to get more up-to-date information 
about radioactivity. Mr Barnes pointed out that there was little 
that the Authority could do to help in this matter but added that a 
recent comment by the Ministry at a meeting of the Lancashire and 
Western Sea Fisheries Joint Committee had indicated that the latest 
discharge from Sellafield was still only 6% of the permitted 
maximum.
16. TROUT FARM AT LOW BENTHAM
In response to a question from Mr Bridgewood concerning abstraction 
of water from the River Wenning by a trout farm at Low Bentham, 
Dr Harpley said that the Authority had no control over the state of 
maintenance of the fish farmers sluices, but could penalise him if 
he exceeded the abstraction figure authorised by his licence.
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17. CIRCULATION OF PAPERS
It was agreed that papers for future meetings should be circulated 
ten days before the meeting.
/
NOTES OF A MEETING BETWEEN NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY AND 
REPRESENTATIVES OF FISHERY CONSULTATIVE ASSOCIATIONS 
NORTH OF THE RIVER RIBBLE HELD AT AMBLESIDE ON 28 APRIL 1986 
P r e s e n ts
R e p re s e n tin g  N orth  W est W ater A u th o r i ty  
T A F B arn e s  
C H a rp ley  
C Newton 
C D u rie
R e p re s e n tin g  Esk and L id d le  
B J o n e s  
J  H arvey
R e p re s e n tin g  Eden and D i s t r i c t  
R P Mason 
J  Thompson 
E Cave
R e p re s e n tin g  S o u th  and W est Cum bria 
S G Payne 
J  A b ern e th y  
A M a rs h a ll  
A M o ffa tt
R e p re s e n tin g  Lune & Wyre 
J  C M atthew s 
P J  P a t r i c k  
A F e rg u so n  
L C la rk e
R e p re s e n tin g  F u rn e ss  and D i s t r i c t  
R H arper 
H B Whitham 
G B Lawson
R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  C om m ittee Members 
P E croyd 
F B u n tin g  
J  H F e l l  
M C r o f t  
B I r v in g
1 . FISHING LICENCE DUTIES 1987
Mr B arn e s  in t ro d u c e d  a  p a p e r  s e t t i n g  o u t  p ro p o se d  in c r e a s e s  fo r  
f i s h i n g  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s  in  1987 and p o in te d  o u t  t o  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
t h a t  th e  in c r e a s e s  w ere b a sed  s o l e l y  on th e  r a t e  o f  i n f l a t i o n  and 
w ere rounded  up o r  down t o  th e  n e a r e s t  50p. S e v e r a l  members 
commented t h a t  th e  " ro u n d in g "  had been  more up th a n  down b u t  Mr 
B a rn e s  p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  w h i l s t  i n d iv id u a l  y e a r s  m ig h t p ro d u ce
0197b
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inconsistencies, the figures would level out in subsequent years. 
It was suggested that incentives should be offered to persuade 
anglers to submit returns at the end of the season so that more 
accurate details of fish catches would be available. After a short 
discussion on ways of achieving this objective, it was agreed that 
the Fisheries Department would consider this possibility for future 
years.
2. REORGANISATION OF AUTHORITY FISHERIES DEPARTMENT
Mr Barnes informed the representatives that in recent years there 
had been a drastic pruning of staff throughout the Water Authority 
but the Authority had agreed that poaching prevention was so 
important that there had been no reductions amongst bailiff staff. 
On 1 April 1986 some of the functions formerly carried out by the 
Rivers Division had been integrated into the Authority's Head 
Office structure and the opportunity had been taken to reorganise 
the fisheries districts. The department now had three District 
Fisheries Officers based at Carlisle, Levens and Warrington 
respectively and the new structure would strengthen links at local 
level.
3. PROPOSED WET LIMITATION ORDERS IN CUMBRIA
Mr Barnes informed the representatives that the Regional Fisheries 
Advisory Committee had recommended to the Board that Net Limitation 
Orders should be made for the haaf nets in the Solway Firth and the 
draft nets in the River Eden. The appropriate statutory procedures 
in connection with the applications had commenced and meetings had 
been held with persons directly affected by the proposals. He also 
spoke briefly about meetings with representatives of Scottish 
fishery interests to discuss the possibility of setting up a Solway 
Fisheries Board but emphasised the difficulties which were being 
experienced in this matter. In response to a suggestion that the 
English authorities were trying to conserve fish but the Scots did 
not seem to bother, Mr Barnes explained that all net fisheries in 
England were public and ultimately controlled by the Minister of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, whereas in Scotland net fisheries 
were private and not directly controllable. The Authority's aims 
were to get joint action in the Solway area and hopefully to 
improve the situation. However, it was admitted that probably the 
only way to control the Scottish nets would be buy them out. On 
the matter of sea fishing, Mr Barnes assured representatives that 
the annual liaison meetings which had been set up with the Cumbria 
and with the Lancashire and Western Sea Fisheries committees were 
very successful and that liaison and co-operation between staff was 
first class.
4. GRAVEL EXTRACTION AT MOUTH OF BORDER ESK
This item was introduced by Mr B Jones who informed representatives 
that the gravel extraction was originally a small development for 
use only on a small estate. Subsequent applications for extensions
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of the working had increased the area by some 12 times, and it was 
now a full-scale operation. Hearsay evidence suggested that the 
gravel was being recovered by a dragline operating across the full 
width of the river and the planning permission allowed such 
activity during the last two weeks of the old and the first three 
weeks of the new fishing season. Although Mr Barnes suggested that 
the company seemed to be operating outside their planning consents, 
Dr Harpley said that he personally had been happy with the 
conditions imposed in the original consent. He added that it would 
be difficult to prove damage as a result of these workings because 
catches in the Esk were the best for years. Mr Jones agreed that 
catches had been exceptional but added that flows had been 
particularly high during 1986. He went on to say that the fishery 
associations did not have powers to walk on estate land in order to 
check the gravel extractions and asked that Water Authority 
Bailiffs carry out a weekly check on the workings. Mr Barnes 
thanked Mr Jones for bringing this matter to the Authority's 
attention and assured him that regular checks would be carried out 
by Authority staff.
5. PROPOSED SALMON TRAP AT FORGE WEIR
Dr Harpley informed the representatives that the Authority had 
spent £1,000 on the design of this scheme. A meeting had been 
arranged on Wednesday 30 April to discuss the possibility of a new 
hatchery at Haweswater, and once this had been decided the 
Authority would need to look at whether the hatchery would need to 
use ova from the rivers or not. A report on the hatchery at 
Haweswater would be available in two to three months time, and a 
decision about ova requirements would follow at a later date.
6. H O N O R A R Y  BAILIFF SYSTEM - REPORT ON PROGRESS
Dr Harpley explained to the representatives the operation of the 
reserve bailiff system which had been introduced last year and 
extended this year. The Authority had omitted to appoint Honorary 
Bailiffs this year because of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 
and instead had asked former Honorary Bailiffs to indicate whether 
they were prepared to re-train, Training courses would be arranged 
for those who were prepared to attend, but it was unlikely that 
these would be available before June.
7. GENERAL REPORT O N  POACHIN3 ACTIVITY
Dr Harpley reported that because of high water levels in 1985, the 
large rivers were not poached to the same extent as in 1984. He 
said that high water poaching normally involved skin divers 
swimming downstream under water with a net between them and that 
this was very difficult to prevent. The reserve bailiff scheme had 
helped considerably to reduce poaching and the introduction of new 
technical equipment such as night sights was also of great 
benefit. Unfortunately such equipment was extremely expensive and 
a sufficient stock of such equipment could only be built up
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gradually. Liaison with the Police was generally good although it 
had to be admitted that some Police had little knowledge of fishing 
offences and this could occasionally cause problems when poaching 
incidents were being dealt with.
8. PRIVATISATION OF WATER AUTHORITIES - EFFECT ON FISHERIES INTERESTS
Mr Barnes told representatives that it was the firm intention of 
the Government that water authorities would be privatised. 
Everybody concerned with fisheries has had an input on this matter 
and many MPs were concerned about the effect privatisation would 
have on fishery interests. A recent meeting with the Agriculture 
Minister had made the Government aware that they would have to 
look after fisheries and many fishery organisations were lobbying 
their Members of Parliament. In response to a question from 
Dr Abernethy, Mr Barnes said that it would be helpful if individual 
anglers wrote to their Members of Parliament expressing concern 
about the possible future of fisheries under privatisation.
9. PROPOSALS FOR WATER ABSTRACTION IN WEST CUMBRIA - ENNERDALE AND BNFL
Mr Barnes informed the representatives that a meeting of the West 
Cumbria Special Fisheries Advisory Group had been called for the 
16 May to discuss these problems. Dr Harpley added that the 
Authority had developed new proposals for the discharge of 
compensation water which would allow the fish pass to work, and 
these proposals had been sent to the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food for comment.
10. POSSIBLE DETERIORATION IN POACHIN3 PREVENTION DUE TO FINANCE 
PROBLEMS AFFECTIN3 LANCASHIRE AND WESTERN SEA FISHERIES
In response to a request for information about problems which might 
occur due to cuts in income of the Lancashire and Western Sea 
Fisheries Joint Committee following the abolition of the 
Metropolitan Counties, Mr Barnes informed the representatives that 
there had been much pruning of that Committees expenditure, 
principally in the scientific department and that it was thought 
that poaching prevention work would not be affected by the cuts.
11. RATIN3 OF CONSULTATIVE ASSOCIATION FISHERIES
Mr Ferguson suggested that the burden of rating of fisheries had 
escalated in recent years and that although the local councils were 
taking considerable amounts of money from fishery associations, 
were doing nothing in return. It was suggested that the Water 
Authority should recover some of this money from the local councils 
and use it for fishery improvement work but Mr Barnes said that 
, there was no way that this could be done. He added that water 
authorities also had a discretionary power to rate fishery owners 
if they wished, but that North West Water Authority had decided not 
to do so. To the suggestion that fishery associations should be 
allowed to reduce the amount of the rate claimed by the cost of
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restocking, Mr Barnes said that by doing so the value of the 
fishery and therefore its rateable value would increase and the 
fishery association would finish up having to pay even more money.
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FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 
ON THE 19 MAY 1986 
LIAISON WITH SEA FISHERIES COMMITTEES
In  Ju n e  1984 fo llo w in g  comments from  th e  M in is te r  o f  A g r i c u l tu r e  
F i s h e r i e s  and Food a b o u t th e  need f o r  b e t t e r  w ork ing  r e l a t i o n s  be tw een  
W ater A u th o r i t i e s  and S ea F is h e r y  C om m ittees (SFC ), i t  was a g re e d  t h a t  
a n n u a l l i a i s o n  m e e tin g s  s im i la r  t o  th o s e  h e ld  w ith  l o c a l  f i s h e r i e s  
i n t e r e s t s  would be th e  m ost s a t i s f a c t o r y  way o f  m a in ta in in g  c o n ta c t  and 
d i s c u s s in g  p ro b lem s w ith  th e  two SFCs w hich o p e r a t e  in  th e  a r e a  c o v e re d  
by t h i s  A u th o r i ty .
L a n c a s h ire  and W este rn  Sea F i s h e r i e s  J o i n t  C om m ittee
L ia is o n  w ith  th e  L a n c a s h ire  and W estern  SFC, who a r e  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  s e a  
f i s h i n g  so u th  o f  H av e rig g  P o i n t ,  h as  been  e x c e p t io n a l  and a t  th e  l i a i s o n  
m ee tin g  on 1 May t h i s  y e a r  j o i n t  g u i d e l in e s  f o r  s e a  f is h e rm e n  w ere 
ap p ro v ed  f o r  c i r c u l a t i o n .  C o p ie s  w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  l a t e r  t h i s  m onth .
J o i n t  p a t r o l s  in v o lv in g  SFC in s p e c t o r s  and  A u th o r i ty  B a i l i f f s  have  
become a  r e g u la r  e x e r c i s e  w ith  e x c h a n g e s  o f  in fo r m a t io n  and com bined 
o p e r a t io n s  b e in g  e n c o u ra g e d  by b o th  th e  A u th o r i ty  and th e  SFC. S t a f f  a t  
a l l  l e v e l s  a re  r e c e iv in g  fo rm a l t r a i n i n g  in  t e c h n iq u e s  u sed  by b o th  
o r g a n i s a t i o n s  and o f  p a r t i c u l a r  b e n e f i t  t o  A u th o r i ty  s t a f f  h a s  been  th e  
t r a i n i n g  in  b o a t h a n d lin g  c a r r i e d  o u t  by SFC s t a f f  who a re  a l s o  l i f e b o a t  
men. The same s t a f f  have  a l s o  a s s i s t e d  th e  A u th o r i ty  by ex am in in g  b o a ts  
used  by b a i l i f f s  f o r  in s h o r e  work w ith  th e  r e s u l t  t h a t  s e v e r a l  b o a ts  
have been  r e tu r n e d  t o  th e  m a n u fa c tu re r s  f o r  m o d i f ic a t io n  t o  im prove 
p e rfo rm a n c e . In  r e t u r n ,  SFC s t a f f  a r e  a t t e n d in g  A u th o r i ty  t r a i n i n g  
c o u rs e s  in c lu d in g  th e  l a t e s t  s e r i e s  o f  c o u r s e s  on th e  im p le m e n ta t io n  o f  
th e  P o l i c e  and C r im in a l  E v id e n c e  A c t.
A lth o u g h  c o o p e ra t io n  in v o lv in g  in s h o re  a c t i v i t i e s  and c o a s t  p a t r o l s  w i l l  
c o n t in u e ,  th e  r e d u c t io n  in  SFC incom e fo l lo w in g  th e  dem ise  o f  M e rse y s id e  
and G re a te r  M an ch ester C o u n c ils  h a s  a f f e c t e d  o f f s h o r e  a c t i v i t y  b e c a u se  
o f  th e  c o s t  o f  ru n n in g  th e  SFC 's o f f s h o r e  p a t r o l  b o a t ,  and  o n ly  
e s s e n t i a l  p a t r o l s  ca n  now be c a r r i e d  o u t .  A p a r t from  re d u c in g  th e  
number o f  j o i n t  p a t r o l s ,  t h i s  c o u ld  have an a d v e rs e  e f f e c t  on  th e  
A u t h o r i t y 's  w ork, p a r t i c u l a r l y  when t h e i r  in s h o r e  b o a ts  a r e  u n a b le  to  
s a i l  b e c a u se  o f  a d v e rs e  w e a th e r  c o n d i t i o n s ,  and th e  R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  
O f f ic e r  would be l e s s  r e l u c t a n t  to  a sk  th e  SFC t o  use  t h e i r  o f f s h o r e  
p a t r o l  b o a t  in  such  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  i f  he c o u ld  c o n t r i b u t e  to w a rd s  th e  
c o s t  o f  th e  p a t r o l .  For t h i s  r e a s o n  th e  C om m ittee a r e  a sk  t o  recommend 
to  th e  B oard t h a t  £ 1 ,0 0 0  be made a v a i l a b l e  f o r  j o i n t  p a t r o l s  u s in g  th e  
SFC o f f s h o r e  p a t r o l  b o a t  "L & W P r o t e c t o r " .
Cum bria SFC
L ia is o n  w ith  th e  C um bria SFC who o p e r a te  n o r th  o f  H a v e rig g  P o in t  h a s  
been  go o d , a l th o u g h  th e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  p e r t a i n i n g  in  C um bria make l i a i s o n  
more d i f f i c u l t  th a n  in  th e  L a n c a s h ire  and W este rn  a r e a .  As w ith  th e  
L a n c a s h ire  and W este rn  SFC, j o i n t  p a t r o l s  a r e  c a r r i e d  o u t  and t h e r e  i s  a 
good exchange  o f  in fo r m a t io n  betw een  s t a f f .
L ia is o n  on t r a i n i n g  and th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f i s s u in g  g u i d e l i n e s  fo r  se a  
f is h e rm e n  were due to  be d is c u s s e d  a t  t h i s  y e a r 's  a n n u a l m ee tin g  when, 
h o p e f u l ly ,  th e  l i n e  a d o p te d  by L a n c a s h ire  and W estern  w ould have been  
fo llo w e d  by C um bria . U n f o r tu n a te ly ,  th e  m ee ting  had to  be c a n c e l le d  a t  
s h o r t  n o t ic e  due t o  th e  sudden  i l l n e s s  o f th e  S e c r e ta r y  t o  th e  SFC and 
w i l l  n o t  now ta k e  p la c e  u n t i l  Ju n e .
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APPLICATION TO TRAP EELS BEFORE 25 JUNE
1 . A p p l i c a t io n s  have  b een  r e c e iv e d  from  two f is h e rm e n  t o  f i s h  f o r  e e l s  
b e fo r e  25 J u n e .
2 . One o f  t h e s e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  i s  from  Mr D Evans who r e c e iv e d  
p e rm is s io n  in  1984 and 1985 on  th e  b a s i s  t h a t  he had a  s p e c i a l  
f a c i l i t y  in  th e  m u sse l p u r i f i c a t i o n  ta n k  w hich  he owns a t  th e  S to n e  
J e t ; ty  M orecam be. Mr Evans h a s  a lw ay s  been  m ost c o - o p e r a t i v e ,  and 
h i s  f i s h i n g  m ethods do n o t  a p p e a r  t o  c a tc h  s m o lts  (a l th o u g h  t h e r e  
i s  a b y - c a tc h  o f  p e e le r  c r a b s ) . I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  recommended t h a t  
p e rm is s io n  be g r a n te d  a g a in  f o r  1986.
3 . The o th e r  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  from  a Mr C ottam  who does n o t  a p p e a r  t o  
have  any s p e c i a l  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  th e  s t a t u t o r y  p e r io d  b e in g  
w a iv e d . in  l i n e  w ith  p a s t  p r a c t i c e ,  i t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  recommended 
t h a t  p e rm is s io n  be r e f u s e d .
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AUTHORITY SCHEMES FOR THE BENEFIT OF FISHERIES AND FISHING
1. Coarse Fishery Grant Aid Scheme
Since the report to the Committee of the 20th May, 1985, the 
utilisation of the Grant Aid Scheme has increased considerably, 
with the following grants having been paid or offered:-
Grants Paid
£900.00 
£1,050.00 
£280.00 
£945.00 
£558.00
£1 , 000. 00  
£ 1 , 0 00 . 0 0
Winsford and District Angling Association £1,000,00
Furness Fishing Association £1,000.00
In addition a number of further applications for grant aid are 
under investigation by the Authority.
The overall impression of the results of this scheme is that clubs 
are being encouraged to make substantial improvements to their 
fisheries by the incentive of grant aid, but that it is likely that 
within the next twelve months some restriction on the numbers of 
grants available will be enforced by the amount of funds available,
Garswood Hall Angling Society 
Wigan and District Angling Society 
Frodsham and District Angling Society 
Fprness Fishing Association 
Barnton Angling Association 
Grants Offered '
Urmston Angling Association
Sale Moor Angling Society Up to
/
F is h e r y  E quipm ent Loan Scheme
S in c e  th e  l a s t  r e p o r t  t o  th e  C om m ittee u t i l i s a t i o n  o f  th e  F is h e r y  
E quipm ent Loan Scheme has a l s o  i n c r e a s e d ,  th e  u s e r s  b e in g  a s  
fo llo w s
A s s o c ia t io n  
Lymm A n g lin g  C lub 
Lymm A n g lin g  C lub
P e a rs o n  and Knowles A n g lin g  A s s o c ia t io n
N o rthw ich  Ang l in g  A s s o c ia t io n
Abram L»C< A n g lin g  Club
Lymm A n g lin g  C lub
B ro o k s id e  A n g lin g  A s s o c ia t io n
Garswood H a ll A .S .
Lymm A n g lin g  Club
D ate
2 5 th  May, 1985 
3 1 s t  May, 1985 
7 th  J u n e , 1985 
1 3 th  J u n e , 1985 
16 th  A u g u s t, 1985 
2 5 th  O c to b e r , 1985 
2 6 th  M arch, 1986 
2 6 th  M arch, 1986 
2 5 th  A p r i l ,  1986
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FISHING OFFENCES PROCESSED 1985/86
1 . The a n n u a l summary o f  f i s h i n g  o f f e n c e s  and p r o s e c u t io n s  p ro c e s s e d  by th e  
A u th o r i ty  d u r in g  1985 /86  i s  s e t  o u t  b e lo w :-
1984/85 1985/86
T o ta l  o f fe n c e  r e p o r t s 945 915
P r o s e c u t io n s 580 672
Not p r o s e c u te d 365 243
F in e s £16 ,001 £19 ,740
C o st aw arded t o  t h e  A u th o r i ty £ 5 ,9 9 3 £8 ,4 6 1
F ees p a id  t o  p r i v a t e  s o l i c i t o r s £5 ,800 £3 ,129
2 .  Up t o  th e  end o f  March 1986, 91 p e rs o n s  had been  p r o s e c u te d  f o r  u s in g  
i l l e g a l  in s t r u m e n ts ,  98 f o r  byelaw , o f f e n c e s  and g iv in g  f a l s e  names and 
a d d re s s e s  and 379 f o r  f i s h i n g  w ith o u t  a l i c e n c e .  A c tio n  s h o r t  o f  
p r o s e c u t io n  was ta k e n  on a f u r t h e r  336 c a s e s .  In  a d d i t io n  to  . th e  579 
s u c c e s s f u l  p r o s e c u t io n s  6 c a s e s  w ere d is m is s e d  f o r  i n s u f f i c i e n t  e v id e n c e , 
and in  89 o f  th e  c a s e s  th e  summons had to  be w ithd raw n  f o r  r e a s o n s  o f 
wrong a d d re s s e s  g iv e n  t o  th e  b a i l i f f s  e t c .
3 . Of th e  . 91 p e rs o n s  p r o s e c u te d  f o r  u s in g  i l l e g a l  in s t r u m e n ts ,  8 r e c e iv e d  
p r i s o n  s e n te n c e s  ra n g in g  from  1 m onth t o  9 m o n th s , one o f t h e s e  s e n te n c e s  
b e in g  su sp en d ed  f o r  2 y e a r s .  In  a d d i t io n  one d e fe n d a n t  was r e q u i r e d  to  
c a r r y  o u t 80 h o u rs  Community S e r v ic e .
4 . The l e v e l  o f  e n fo rc e m e n t a c t i v i t y  has rem ained  a t  a s im i l a r  l e v e l  t o  l a s t  
y e a r  in  r e l a t i o n  t o  th e  more s e r io u s  o f f e n c e s  and r o u t in e  l i c e n c e  o f f e n c e s  
b u t i t  h as  been  p o s s ib l e  to  i n c r e a s e  th e  p e rc e n ta g e  o f a c tu a l  p r o s e c u t io n s  
on th e  r o u t i n e  l i c e n c e  o f f e n c e s .  A s i g n i f i c a n t  f e a t u r e  o f th e  more 
s e r i o u s  o f f e n c e s  i s  t h a t  th e  f e e s  p a id  t o  p r i v a t e  s o l i c i t o r s  h as  d ropped  
from  £ 5 ,8 0 0  t o  £ 3 ,1 2 9 . T h is  i s  m a in ly  due t o  th e  e f f o r t s  o f  th e  s o l i c i t o r  
who r e p r e s e n t s  th e  A u th o r i ty  in  w est Cum bria in  a p p ly in g  f o r  and o b ta in in g  
c o s t s  o u t o f  c e n t r a l  fu n d s  f o r  s u c c e s s f u l  p r o s e c u t io n s .
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FISH COUNTER STATISTICS
1 . A tta c h e d  i s  a t a b l e  g iv in g  d e t a i l s  o f  th e  number o f  f i s h  c o u n te d  a t  
th e  A u th o r i ty s  f i s h  c o u n tin g  s t a t i o n s  in  1985 .
2 .  S e v e ra l  o f  th e  c o u n te r s  a r e  now sw itc h e d  o f f  f o r  th e  f i r s t  m onths 
o f th e  y e a r  becausie few , i f  a n y , f i s h  a r e  ru n n in g  in  t h e s e  e a r l y  
m onths and s i g n i f i c a n t  s a v in g s  can be made in  m a in te n a n c e , d a ta  
p r o c e s s in g  c o s t s  and e x p e n d i tu re  on r e c o r d in g  c h a r t s .  In  r i v e r s  
w here e a r l y  f i s h  a r e  e x p e c te d  i e .  th e  K e n t, Lune and R ib b le  th e  
c o u n te r s  a r e  k e p t in  o p e r a t io n  a l l  y e a r .
3 . The R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  O f f ic e r  w i l l  g iv e  f u r t h e r  comments on th e  
s t a t i s t i c s  a t  th e  m e e tin g .
FISH COUNTER DATA 1985
Month Cropple How 
R. Esk
Basinghyll 
R. Kent
Duddon Hall 
R. Duddon
Haverthwaite 
R. Leven
Halton 
R.Lune
Skertor
R.Lune
Broadraine 
R. Lune
Garstang 
R, Wyre
Winckle 
R. Hodc
.y Hall 
er
Waddow 
R. Ribfc
Weir
le
Locks Weir 
R. Ribble
Under 
4 lb
Over 
4 lb
Under 
4 lb
Over 
4 lb
Under 
4 lb
Over 
4 lb
Under 
4 lb
Over 
4 lb
Over 
4 lb
Over 
4 lb
Under 
4 lb
Over 
4 lb
Undei 
4 lb
Over 
4 lb
Under 
4 lb
Over 
4 lb
Under 
4 lb
Over 
4 lb
Over 
4 lb
January 0 0 16 0 0
February 21 2 50 0 0
March 20 7 27 | 13 0 0 1
April 6 8 0 0 75 10 0 0 18 0 1 • 1 0
May 146 40 4 0 111 84 24 6 55 4 196 6 85 22 0
June 397 82 40 8 131 58 - 98 14 63 7
1588 27 427 88 0
July 648
210 54 27 39 0 278 18 63 16 83 8 354 25 595 226 115
August
384 59 33 9 45 0 1312 1 102 16 160 24 115 21 458 592 86
September
470 72 25 10 . 81 0 1711 592 106 137 17 192 31 498 125 20
October
39 20 145 56 12 11 76 1 1531 2 391 154 195 37 105 32 226 71 20
November 256 27 114 58 17 28 59 1 403 8 3 60 50 49 113 36 85 7 56
December 103 8 : 42 16 15 4 2 1 651 4 22 209 30 14 166 46 72 28 162
Total 398 55 ; 2393 610 200 97 302 3 ; 6296 185 1295 581 773 160 2860 224 2447 1161 459
Comments Counter 
Commissioned 
for October
Counter 
Switched off 
January 
February 
March
Counter 
Switched off 
January to 
June
Cb inter 
Switche 
off
January
Febru­
ary
March
Counter 
3 Switched off 
January to 
April
Switched
off
January
February
March
Switched off
January
February
Switched
off
January
February
March
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SALMONID HATCHERY POLICY
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1 . N e g o t ia t io n s  have  been  p ro c e e d in g  w ith  W ester R oss Salmon L im ite d  
on th e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  a j o i n t  company t o  f in a n c e  and run  a  l a r g e  
new h a tc h e r y  a t  H aw esw ater. S u b je c t  t o  th e  s a t i s f a c t o r y  c o m p le tio n  
o f  n e g o t i a t i o n s ,  th e  program m e i s  t h a t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w i l l  s t a r t  in  
th e  S p r in g  o f  1987, w i th  th e  f i r s t  ova b e in g  ta k e n  i n t o  th e  
h a tc h e ry  in  November 1987.
2 . A lth o u g h  no f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  a s  t o  how th e  A u t h o r i t y 's  e x i s t i n g  
h a t c h e r i e s  w i l l  be u t i l i s e d  h a s  been  m ade, i t  i s  p ro p o se d  t h a t  
L a n g c l i f f e  H a tc h e ry  s h o u ld  be c lo s e d  down, and in  th e  p e r io d  b e fo r e  
th e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  th e  new h a tc h e r y  a t  H aw esw ater, p r o d u c t io n  o f  
f r y  f o r  th e  R ib b le  and Wyre sy s te m s  sh o u ld  be c e n t r e d  a t  M id d le to n  
H a tc h e ry  on  th e  L une. T h is  p r o p o s a l  i s  th e  r e s u l t  o f  th e  many 
p ro b le m s  e x p e r ie n c e d  a t  L a n g c l i f f e  w hich have p ro v ed  im p o s s ib le  o f  
s o l u t i o n ,  and th e  c r e a t i o n  o f  th e  new C e n t r a l  D i s t r i c t ,  w hich w i l l  
a l lo w  th e  D i s t r i c t  F i s h e r i e s  O f f i c e r  ( C e n tr a l)  t o  p r o p e r ly  manage 
h i s  h a tc h e r y  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  th e  maximum b e n e f i t  o f  a l l  th e  r i v e r s  in  
h i s  a r e a .
3 . The C om m ittee i s  r e q u e s te d  t o  ap p ro v e  t h i s  p r o p o s a l .
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The ^ a t ta c h e d  c o n s u l t a t i o n  p a p e r  s e t t i n g  o u t  p r o p o s a ls  f o r  
c o n t r o l l i n g  th e  im p o rt and s u p p ly  o f  a n g le r s  l e a d  w e ig h ts  was 
i s s u e d  r e c e n t l y  by th e  D ep artm en t o f  th e  E nv ironm en t (DOE) who have  
p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  a d e c i s i o n  c o n c e rn in g  in t r o d u c t i o n  o f  th e  
r e g u l a t i o n s  w i l l  n o t  be made u n t i l  th e  N a tu re  C o n se rv an cy  C o u n c il  
h as  r e p o r te d  on th e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  v o lu n ta r y  m e a s u re s , p ro b a b ly  
d u r in g  th e  summer.
A t p r e v io u s  m e e tin g s  o f  t h i s  com m ittee  members have  e x p re s s e d  
c o n c e rn  a b o u t th e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  bye law s t o  c o n t r o l  th e  u se  o f  
le a d  w e ig h ts  f o r  a n g lin g  p u r p o s e s ,  i t  b e in g  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  such  
b y e law s m ig h t n o t  o n ly  be u l t r a  v i r e s ,  b u t  a l s o  im p o s s ib le  to  
a d m in is t e r ,  and th e  g e n e r a l  f e e l i n g  am ongst members was t h a t  a 
n a t i o n a l  a p p ro a c h  was needed  t o  s o lv e  t h i s  p ro b lem .
N o rth  W est W ater A u th o r i ty  a r e  in c lu d e d  in  th e  l i s t  o f  c o n s u l t e e s  
and th e  DOE have a sk ed  t h a t  th e  A u t h o r i t y 's  v iew s and comments 
a b o u t th e  p ro p o se d  r e g u l a t i o n s  be s e n t  to  them  by 16 J u n e  1986 . 
Any p o i n t s  w hich members o f  t h i s  co m m ittee  w ish  t o  make w i l l  be 
ta k e n  i n t o  c o n s id e r a t io n  by th e  B oard when fo rm u la t in g  t h e i r  
comments f o r  th e  DOE.
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THE CONTROL OF POLLUTION 
(ANGLERS LEAD WEIGHTS) REGULATIONS 1986
1. The attached consultation paper setting out proposals for 
controlling the import and supply of anglers lead weights was 
issued recently by the Department of the Environment (DOE) who have 
pointed out that a decision concerning introduction of the 
regulations will not be made until the Nature Conservancy Council 
has reported on the effectiveness of voluntary measures, probably 
during the summer.
2. At previous meetings of this committee members have expressed 
concern about the introduction of byelaws to control the use of 
lead weights for angling purposes, it being suggested that such 
byelaws might not only be ultra vires, but also impossible to 
administer, and the general feeling amongst members was that a 
national approach was needed to solve this problem.
3. North West Water Authority are included in the list of consultees 
and the DOE have asked that the Authority's views and comments 
about the proposed regulations be sent to them by 16 June 1986. 
Any points which members of this committee wish to make will be 
taken into consideration by the Board when formulating’ their' 
comments for the DOE.
consultation paper
D E PARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT
THE CONTROL OF IMPORT AND SUPPLY OF ANGLERS LEAD WEIGHTS
DRAFT REGULATIONS
APRIL 1986
/
REGULATIONS TO CONTROL THE SALE AND IMPORT OF ANGLERS' LEAD WEIGHTS UNDER THE 
CONTROL OF POLLUTION ACT 1974
B ackground
1. F o llo w in g  p u b l i c  and  M i n i s t e r i a l  c o n c e rn  a b o u t  swan d e a th s  th e  N a tu re  
C o n se rv an c y  C o u n c il  (NCC) s e t  up a w ork ing  g ro u p  in  1979 to  i n v e s t i g a t e  th e  
p ro b le m . I t s  r e p o r t ,  p u b l i s h e d  in  December 1981 , c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  m ute sw ans w ere 
d y in g  o f  l e a d  p o is o n in g  i n  s i g n i f i c a n t  num bers (c 3 ,0 0 0  p e r  annum) due to  i n g e s t i o n  
o f  l e a d  f i s h i n g  w e ig h ts ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s p l i t  s h o t .  The R e p o r t recom m ended a number
o f  c o u r s e s  o f  a c t i o n ,  th e  m ost im p o r ta n t  o f  w h ich  w ere t h a t  a c c e p ta b l e  n o n - to x ic  
a l t e r n a t i v e s  to  l e a d  s h o u ld  be d e v e lo p e d  and  t h a t  th e  u se  o f  s p l i t  s h o t  s h o u ld  be 
phased — out w i th in  5 y e a r s .
2 . S u b s e q u e n tly ,  th e  R o y a l Com m ission on E n v iro n m e n ta l  P o l l u t i o n ,  in  i t s  r e p o r t  
on l e a d  i n  th e  e n v iro n m e n t p u b l is h e d  in  1983 , recom m ended l ik e w is e  b u t  added  
t h a t  a s  so o n  a s  a l t e r n a t i v e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  G overnm ent s h o u ld  l e g i s l a t e  to  ban 
any  f u r t h e r  u s e  o f  f i s h i n g  w e ig h ts .  The G overnm ent made th e  f o l lo w in g  r e s p o n s e  
to  th e  R o y a l C o m m is s io n -
"The G overnm ent s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t  th e  reco m m en d a tio n  o f  th e  NCC R e p o rt 
R e s e a rc h  i n t o  s u i t a b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  i s  w e l l  a d v a n c e d  and th e  D e p a rtm en t o f  
th e  E n v iro n m e n t w i l l  c o n t in u e  to  m o n ito r  p r o g r e s s  to w a rd s  th e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  
o f  l e a d  w i th in  th e  t im e s c a le  (Decem ber 1986) s u g g e s te d  by th e  NCC. The 
G overnm ent h o p es  t h a t  a w ith d ra w a l o f  l e a d  can  be a c h ie v e d  by v o lu n ta r y  
m eans, b u t  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  be c o n s id e r e d  i f  n e c e s s a r y " .
NCC R eview  and R ecom m endations to  M in i s te r s
3. The NCC h e ld  a m e e tin g  in  J a n u a ry  1985 to  re v ie w  a l l  r e c e n t  e v id e n c e  on 
l e a d  p o is o n in g  o f  sw a n s , th e  d e v e lo p m en t o f  a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  l e a d  and p r o g r e s s  
to w a rd s  th e  v o lu n ta r y  w ith d ra w a l  o f  l e a d  in  a n g l i n g .  H aving c o n s id e r e d  th e  e v id e n c e ,  
th e  NC£ recom m ended ( i n t e r  a l i a )  to  M in i s te r s  i n  M arch 1 9 8 5 ;-
(a) t h a t ,  s h o u ld  th e  p h a s in g - o u t  o f  l e a d  n o t  be a c h ie v e d  v o l u n t a r i l y  in  
1986 , l e g i s l a t i o n  be e n a c te d  to  s to p  th e  s a l e  and  u se  o f  s p l i t  l e a d  w e ig h ts
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(except dust shot) and ledger weights (but not those of 2oz or more as used 
in sea-angling). If, as expected, alternatives to dust shot (i.e. size 
number 3 and smaller) can be found this too should also be included in the 
ban ;
(b) that any legislation, if considered necessary, should be effective from 
1 January 1987.
These recommendations differ from the 1981 Report only in that they specify 
the upper and lower weights of shot which should be phased — out and advise 
that legislation should be enacted to ban the sale and use if voluntary withdrawal 
cannot be achieved.
Alternatives to lead
4. On 9 July 1985 the Nature Conservancy Council announced that its technical 
liaison group, comprising, representatives of the National Federation of 
Anglers, the National Anglers' Council and manufacturers of alternatives to
lead fishing weights, had agreed that one range of products provided satisfactory 
alternatives to lead shot for coarse angling. (Subsequently, on 26 September, 
the NCC announced that its liaison group had agreed that a number of products 
now provided satisfactory alternatives to lead for coarse angling in the size 
range 0.06 to 56.7 grams). 
Government Policy
5. In a written Parliamentary answer on 17 July 1985 the Government welcomed the 
news that the NCC liaison group agreed that one range of products now provided 
satisfactory alternatives to lead shot, announced that it accepted the NCC1s 
recommendations (Para 3 above) and outlined action to be taken in two stages.
The first stage to consist of measures to persuade anglers not to use lead weights 
in the 1985/86 season, a ban on the use of lead weights in Royal Parks and the 
issue of a model byelaw to water authorities to enable them to consider whether 
to ban the use of lead weights in their areas. The Government made it clear 
that it would also, be prepared to introduce regulations to control sale and 
import from 1 January 1987 if voluntary withdrawal had achieved insufficient 
effect by the end of the 1985/86 season. (The full text of the Government 
statement is at Annex A).
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Draft Regulations
6. This consultation paper is being issued now so that if necessary regulations 
may be made in time to take effect on 1 January 1987. The draft regulations under 
section 100 of the Control of Pollution Act 1974 are attached at Annex B.
7. Under the draft regulations (regulation 3) it would be an offence to import 
or supply lead for the purpose of weighting a fishing line if such a weight is 
greater than 0.06 grains (equivalent to size No 8 shot) and less than 56.7 grains. 
Import for re-export and supply for export would not be affected. The weight ,rar>ge 
above represents the metric equivalent of the weights which NCC have recommended 
should be prohibited on the basis of evidence from post-mortem analysis of swan 
corpses over a number of years. There is no substantive evidence that weights 
outside the range included in the proposed regulations have caused swan deaths.
8. Under the draft regulations, a person importing or supplying lead in the form 
of split shot within the proscribed weight range would be presumed to have 
contravened regulation 3 unless that person could demonstrate to the contrary 
(regulation 4). This provision is intended to facilitate enforcement of regulation
3. Split shot is overwhelmingly used for the purpose of weighting fishing lines 
and therefore it is considered reasonable to require an importer or supplier of 
split shot to show that it has been supplied for some other purpose, if charged. 
However, the presumption of a contravention would not apply to other forms of lead, 
which are more widely used for other purposes. ' *
9. Regulation 5 specifies the penalties and provides a defence for a person 
charged if he proves that he took all reasonable steps to avoid committing an 
offence under regulation 3.
\
10. Comments on this paper should be addressed to Mr M Sainsbury, Room 904, 
Tollgate House, Houlton Street, Bristol, BS2 9DJ; Telephone (0272) 218231.
fWildlife Division 
Department of the Environment
April 1986
/
TEXT OF GOVERNMENT STATEMENT 17 JULY 1985
In answ er to  a w r i t t e n  Q u e s t io n  from  Mr Jerem y H anley  MP (Richmond and 3arr.es ', 
who a sk e d  i f  th e  G overnm ent had r e c e iv e d  a r e p o r t  by th e  M ature  C onservancy  
C o u n c il  on le a d  p o is o n in g  o f  sw ans and w hat a c t i o n  i t  p ro p o se d  to  ta k e  on i t ,  
th e  th e n  S e c r e ta r y  o f  S t a t e  f o r  th e  E n v iro n m e n t, P a t r i c k  J a n k in ,  s a id :
"Y es. The M ature  C o n se rv an cy  C o u n c il  has r e p o r t e d  to  me on .th e  
p rob lem  o f  l e a d  p o is o n in g  o f  sw ans. I t s  r e c e n t  re v ie w  c o n c lu d e d  
t h a t ,  w h i l s t  t h e r e  h a s  been  a s m a ll  i n c r e a s e  in  t o t a l  swar. num bers 
s in c e  1973, more th a n  3 ,0 0 0  sw ans c o n tin u e  to  d i e  e a ch  y e a r  oy 
in g e s t i n g  a n g l e r s ’ le a d  w e ig h ts .
E v id e n ce  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  i t  i s  r e c e n t l y  d i s c a r d e d  w e ig h ts ,  n o t  y e t  
sunk  i n t o  th e  mud, w hich  do th e  m ost dam age. T h is  i s  d e s p i t e  th e  
c o - o p e r a t io n  o f  a n g l e r s '  a s s o c i a t i o n s  in  e n c o u ra g in g  th e  u se  o f  non- 
t o x i c  a l t e r n a t i v e s  to  l e a d .
The NCC t h e r e f o r e  c o n f irm s  i t s  recom m endations to  c h a se  o u t th e  u se  
o f  le a d  s h o t  by a n g le r s  by December 1986. I f  th e  v o lu n ta r y  p h a s in g  
o u t  w hich  i t  s u p p o r t s  p ro v e s  t o  be i n e f f e c t i v e ,  i t  recommends t h a t  
th e  s a l e  and u se  o f  s p l i t  le a d  w e ig h ts  (e x c e p t  th e  s m a l l e s t  w e ig h ts )  
and l e d g e r  w e ig h ts  (up to  2oz) sh o u ld  be p r o h i b i t e d .
The G overnm ent a c c e p t  t h e s e  recom m endations  and th e  t im e ta b le  f o r  
a c t i o n  s e t  o u t  in  them . We p ro p o se  to  ta k e  a c t i o n  in  two s ta g e s  
aim ed a t  s e c u r in g  th e  t o t a l  w ith d ra w a l o f  th e  r e l e v a n t  s p l i t  le a d  
w e ig h ts  f o r  a n g l in g  p u rp o s e s  by th e  end o f  1986. F i r s t ,  we have 
a sk e d  th e  NCC and  th e  S p o r ts  C o u n c il  a c t i v e l y  to  cam paign  to  p e rs u a d e  
a n g le r s  n o t  t o  u s e  l e a d  w e ig h ts  d u r in g  th e  c o a r s e  f i s h i n g  se a so n  
t h a t  h as  j u s t  o p e n e d .
A l t e r n a t i v e s  to  Lead W eigh ts
M eanw hile , a t e c h n i c a l  g ro u p , i n c lu d in g  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  th e  
N a t io n a l  A n g lin g  O r g a n is a t io n s  and o f  m a n u f a c tu r e r s ,  i s  c o n s id e r in g  
ways to  sp e ed  th e  f u r t h e r  r e f in e m e n t  and e n c o u ra g e  w id e r  u se  o f  th e  
a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  l e a d  w e ig h ts  w hich  a r e  now a v a i l a b l e .
I  welcome th e  g r o u p ' s r e c e n t  announcem ent t h a t  one ra n g e  o f  p ro d u c ts  
p r o v id e s  s a t i s f a c t o r y  a l t e r n a t i v e s  to  l e a d  s h o t  and  t h a t  th e  d ev e lo p m en t 
o f  o t h e r  p ro d u c ts  i s  a l s o  e n c o u ra g in g .
I welcome the support for the ending of the use of lead weights 
given by sections of the press including the Daily Mirror,
I am also pleased to learn that a meeting of representatives of 
national angling organisations has subsequently agreed that the 
supply of anglers' lead shot ought to end within two years,
Royal parks
For their cart, the Government propose immediately to ban the use 
of lead weights by those applying for new licences to fish in the 
Royal Parks. Existing licences will not be affected, but steps will 
be taken to encourage all anglers in the Royal Parks to use 
alternative weights.
W ater Authority Byelaws
Water authorities in England and Wales have powers to make byelaws 
to ban the use of lead weights for fishing. My right hen. Friends, 
the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food and the Secretary of 
State for Wales will shortly be issuing draft model byelaws, to aid 
the water authorities in considering whether they wish to propose 
such a ban in their areas.
Control of Sale
We hope that the voluntary approach, supported as it is by the 
responsible angling organisations, may achieve success during the 
present angling season of 1985/86. However, if the voluntary 
approach has had insufficient effect by the end of the season the 
Government will be prepared to introduce regulations to control 
the sale and import of lead shot for fishing in the ”nited Kingdom.
Consultations on regulations, under section 100 of the Control of 
Pollution Act 1974, will begin as soon as possible, so that if 
necessary they may be brought into effect on 1 January 1967'*.
/
S T A T U T O R Y  I N S T R U M E N T S
1986 No
PUBLIC HEALTH, ENGLAND AND WALES 
PUBLIC HEALTH, SCOTLAND 
PUBLIC HEALTH, NORTHERN IRELAND
The C o n t r o l  o f  P o l l u t i o n  ( A n g le r s ' Lead W e ig h ts )  
R e g u la t io n s  1986
Made 1986
L a id  b e f o r e  P a r l ia m e n t  1986
Coming i n t o  O p e ra tio n  1 J a n u a ry  1987
The S e c r e ta r y  o f  S t a t e -
(1 ) h a v in g  c o n s u l t e d  p e rs o n s  a p p e a r in g  to  him to  r e p r e s e n t  
p e r s o n s  whose a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  l i k e l y  to  be p r o h i b i t e d  o r  r e s t r i c t e d  
by th e s e  r e g u l a t i o n s ;
(2 ) h a v in g  p u b l i s h e d  on 1986 in  th e  London G a z e t t e ,  
on 1985 in  th e  B e l f a s t  G a z e tte  and th e  E d in b u rg h  
G a z e t te ,  and on o t h e r  d a te s  in  su ch  o th e r  p u b l i c a t i o n s  w h ich  he 
c o n s id e re d , a p p r o p r i a t e ,  a  n o t i c e  i n d i c a t i n g  th e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e s e  
r e g u l a t i o n s ,  i f  m ade, and s p e c i f y in g -
(a )  th e  d a te  on w hich  i t  i s  p ro p o se d  th e y  s h o u ld  come i n to  
f o r c e ;
(b ) p l a c e s  w here  a d r a f t  o f  them m ig h t be i n s p e c t e d  by 
 members o f. th e  p u b l ic  in  o f f i c e  h o u r s ;  and
(c )  a p e r io d  o f  21 days b e g in n in g  w ith  th e  d a te  o f  th e  n o t i c e  
as  th e  p e r io d  in  w hich  w r i t t e n  re p re se n ta tio n s  m ig h t be 
made to  th e  S e c r e ta r y  o f  S t a t e ;
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(3) having considered the representations made to him in 
accordance with the notice; and
(4) considering it appropriate to make these regulations to 
prevent the substance to which they apply causing damage to 
animals,,
in exercise of the powers .conferred on him by sections 100 and 
104(1) of the Control of Pollution Act 1974(a) and of all other 
powers enabling him in "hat behalf, hereby makes the following 
regulations:-
Citation, commencement and extent
1.- (1) These regulations may be cited as the Control of
Pollution (Anglers' Lead Weights) Regulations 1986 and 
shall come into operation on 1 January 1987.
(2) These regulations shall extend to all parts of the United 
Kingdom.
Interpretation
2. In these regulations-
"import" includes landing or unloading; and 
"supply" includes offer to supply.
Prohibition of import or supply of lead weights
3.~ (1) No person shall-
(a) import into the United Kingdom, otherwise than for 
re-export, or
(b) supply otnerwise than for or by way of export,
(a) 1974 c .40.
lead for the purpose of weighting a fishing line, save for 
lead in the form of a weight of 0.06 grams or less or of 55.7 
grams or more.
4* For the purposes of regulation 3 a person shall be presumed 
unless the contrary is shown to import or supply lead for the 
purpose of weighting a fishing line if he imports or supplies lead 
in the form of split shot.
Offences
5.- (1) A person who contravenes regulation 3 shall be guilty of 
an offence and shall be liable on summary conviction to a 
fine not exceeding £2,000, and on conviction on 
indictment to a fine.
(2) Where a person is charged with an offence under regu­
lation 3, it shall be a defence for him to prove that he 
took all reasonable steps and exercised all due diligence 
zo avoid committing the offence.
1986 Secretary of State for the Environment
1986 Secretary of State for Wales
1986 Secretary of State for Scotland
1986 Secretary of State for Northern Ireland
EXPLANATORY NOTE 
(This note is not part of the regulations.)
These regulations apply throughout the United Kingdom. Regulation 
3 prohibits the import or supply of lead for the purpose of 
weighting of fishing lines. Supply or import for export or 
re-export purposes are not affected; nor are the supply or import 
of lead weights of 0.6 grams or less, or of 56.7 grams or more.
Under regulation 4, a person who imports or supplies split shot is 
presumed to import or supply it for the purpose of weighting 
fishing lines in contravention of Regulation 3 unless the contrary 
is shown.
Regulation 5 prescribes criminal penalties for contravention of 
regulation 3. The maximum penalty on summary conviction is a fine 
of £2,000, and on conviction on indictment an unlimited fine. It 
is a defence to a charge under regulation 3 to show that the 
accused took all reasonable steps and exercised all due diligence 
to avoid committing the offence charged.
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Department of Agriculture and Fisheries for Scotland 
Department of Agriculture for Northern Ireland 
Department of Economic Development for Northern Ireland 
Department of Education and Science 
Department of Education (NI)
Department of Environment for Northern Ireland 
Department of Trade and Industry 
HM Customs and Excise 
Home Office
Lord Chamberlain's Office
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 
Northern Ireland Office 
Scottish Development Department 
Scottish Home and Health Department 
Welsh Office
Welsh Office Agriculture Department
OTHER ORGANISATIONS
Anglers Co-operative Association 
Anglian Water Authority 
Angiing Foundation 
Angling Trade Association 
Antiquarian Horological Society 
Association of County Councils
Association of Directors of River Inspection in Scotland
Association of District Councils
Association of London Authorities
Association of Metropolitan Authorities
Association of Scottish Chambers of Commerce
Association of Scottish District Salmon Fishery Boards
Border Anglers' Federation
British Clock & Watchmakers Association Limited
British Field sports Society
British Horological Institute
British ports Authority
British Trust for Ornithology
British Watch and Clockmakers Guild
British Waterways Board
Central Council of Physical Recreation 
Central Scotland Anglers' Association 
Central Scotland Water Development Board 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (NI)
Confederation of British Industry
Confederation of British Industry (Northern Ireland Branch) 
Conservation Society
Convention of Scottish Local Authorities 
Council for Environmental Conservation 
Countryside Commission 
Countryside Commission for Scotland 
Country Landowners Association 
Consumers Association 
Crown Estate Commissioners
Devon Conservation Forum
East of Scotland Anglers' Federation
Edward Grey Institute of Field Ornithology, University of Oxford 
Farmers union of Wales
Federation of Highland Angling Clubs and Associations
Fisheries Conservancy Board for Northern Ireland
Fishmongers Company
Foyle Fisheries Commission
Friends of the Earth
Freshwater Biological Association
Highlands and Islands Fisherman's Association
Inland Waterways Amenity Advisory Council 
Inland Waterways Association 
Institute for Marine Environmental Research 
Institute of Terrestrial Ecology 
International Federation for Animal Welfare
Lead Development Association 
London Boroughs Association
Marine Biological Association 
Marine Conservation Society 
Marine Trades Association
National Anglers' Council
National Association of Local Councils
National Farmers Union
National Farmers Union of Scotland
National Farmers union (Welsh Branch)
National Federation of Anglers
National Federation of Fishermens Organisation
National Federation of Sea Anglers
National Trust
National Trust for Scotland
Natural Environment Research Council
Nature Conservancy Council
North East of Scotland Angling Federation
Northern Ireland Agriculture Producers1 Association
Northern Ireland Angling Advisory Council
Northern Ireland Environment Group
Northern Ireland Local Authorities (individual copies) 
Northumbrian water Authority 
North-West Water Authority
Royal Commission on Environmental Pollution
Royal Society for Nature Conservation
Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
Royal Society for the Protection of Birds
Salmon and Trout Association
Salmon and Trout Association (Scottish Division)
Salmon Net Fishing Association for Scotland 
Scottish Anglers' National Association
Scottish Association of Directors of Water and Sewerage services
Scottish Landowner's Federation
Scottish Marine Biological Association
Scottish Salmon Angling Federation
Scottish River purification Boards' Association
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Scottish Sports Council 
Scottish Trades Union Council 
South Wales Angling Federation 
Southern Water Authority 
South West Water Authority 
Sports Council
Sports Council for Northern Ireland 
Sports Council for Wales 
Superintendent of Epping Forest 
Swan Rescue Service
Thames Water Authority 
Trades Union Council
Ulster Farmers' Union
Ulster Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
Ulster Trust for Nature Conservation
Watch and Clock Importers Association of Great Britain Limited 
Water Authorities Association 
Water Research Centre (Environment)
Welsh Anglers’ Council 
Welsh Water Authority 
Wessex Water Authority 
Wildfowl Trust
Yorkshire Water Authority
